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Governor Breathitt, Kentucky's reputation for friendliness and cordiality 

was known to all of us before we came here, but the warmth of the reception we 

have received here at Kentucky Dam Village has exceeded our highest expecta t ions . 

We are truly grateful to you and to the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky for 

your generous hospi ta l i ty . 

I am deeply impressed, as I know the others of our Conference are , by 

the majestic beauty of this spot which we chose for our 1966 meeting. It was a 

happy choice , and we are most grateful to you for having recommended it to us 

in such at tractive surroundings, this beautiful resort park and the 

charming cot tages to which we have been ass igned , all overlooking vast and scenic 

Kentucky Lake, our brief stay here is sure to be delightful and rewarding 

May I say , for myseli , that it is a great pleasure and a high honor to 

serve as Chairman of the Southern Governors' Conference in i ts thir ty-second 

year. As you may know, I am the oldest Governor, not only of this group but ol 

all the s ta tes of our Union. And I consider this to be the caps tone , both to my 

eight years of enjoyable and rewarding associa t ion with the Governors of our 

Southland, and a lso to my long careei in poli t ics and public service - - a career 

which, ;ncidentally, s tretches back over nearly four d e c a d e s . 
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With some of the others of you here , I shall be leaving the office of 

Governor within a few months, having concluded my second and final four-year 

term as the Chief Executive of the State of Maryland. 

I view this prospect with mixed emotions, as I suspect those of you in 

a comparable position do. It will be a relief, I must confess , to be able to shed 

some of the burdens of office. At the same t ime, I know I shall mi s s , among other 

th ings , the bustle and the pace of the job . 

As much as anything e l s e , I shall miss the c lose associa t ion I have 

enjoyed with the Governors of these seventeen southern s t a t e s . I have a feeling 

that we have accomplished much in our joint undertakings. It certainly has been 

one of the most pleasurable experiences of my l ife. 

I am told that when Vice President Humphrey was here a few weeks ago, 

he referred to this area of western Kentucky as "Barkley country ," expressing his 

delight at being back here . I think we are all conscious of being in "Barkley 

country" and are moved by the thought that this beautiful land produced one of 

Kentucky's greatest sons and one of the most eminent of the American statesmen 

of this century. 

I know I speak for this entire assemblage of Governors xn complimenting 

Governor Breathitt in the selection of this spectacular setting for our meet ings. 

For me and my family, it is always a rich experience to return to 

Kentucky. With each v i s i t , I observe the giant str ides that are being taken in 

the development of the great Commonwealth, especial ly in the growth of tourism 

and the building of new industry. 
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Kentucky's state park system has gained the spotlight of national 

attention, and its resort parks have been described by renowned travel writers 

and editors as the best in the nation. 

If Kentucky Dam Village State Park is representative of others in the 

park system, then truly it must be said that Kentucky has earned the plaudits it 

has received. 

As you know, we are scheduled to see while we are here another of 

Kentucky's "showcase parks" - - Kenland State Park — and to tour the vast and 

famed "Land Between The Lakes" national recreation area — between Kentucky 

Lake and its twin Lake Barkley. 

Kentucky, I am advised, has doubled its tourist business in a single 

decade, and last year had twenty-four million visitors. This, Governor Breathitt, 

is a tribute to the natural beauty and the wealth of the improvements that one finds 

here. And, yes, it is a tribute, too, to the aggressive efforts made by your 

Administration, and the administrations of your predecessors, in attracting tourists 

to your area. 

It is not entirely a coincidence, then, my friends and colleagues, that 

Governor Breathitt and I, working together to choose a main theme for this 1966 

Conference, selected natural resources, tourism and recreation. 

If there is one characteristic that distinguishes our civilization from all 

the others, it is its mobility. Motion, of course, is a human attribute, but never 

before has the movement of mankind ranged over such vast areas and at such a 

rapid rate. 


